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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-9 are pending in the application for examination, wherein claims 1 and 
6 being independent. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 3 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

(a) As to claim 1 , character semi-colon [ ; ] at the end of the recited claim should 
be deleted and replaced with period character - . - 

(b) As to claim 3. it definitely depends on claim 1, not on claim 2, because "the 
control device" is cited in claim 1, not in claim 2. Therefore, [ or 2 ] in line 2 should be 
deleted. 

(c) As to claim 8. it definitely depends on claim 6, not on claim 7, because "the 
security device" is cited in claim 6, not in claim 7. Therefore, [ or 7 ] in line 1 should be 
deleted. 

3. Claims 4-5 and 9 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative 
only. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 4 has not been further treated on 
the merits. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Newell 
(US Pat No. 4,953,202). 

Regarding claim 1, referring to Figures 1-3, Newell teaches a telecommunication 
security device in the form of a separate unit stored in a lockable housing (46), the 
device comprising: 

(i) a first connector for connection to a telecommunications device (see Abstract; 
figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 8); 

(ii) a second connector for connection to a telecommunications line (see 
Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 8); 

(Hi) a switch having a normally closed position in which a signal pathway within 
the security device between the first connector and the second connector is enabled 
and an open position in which the signal pathway is interrupted (see Abstract; figs 1-3; 
col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 8); 

(iv) a control for controlling the position of the switch (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 
2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 8); 
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(v) a programmable memory for storing allowed signal sequences and a: least 
one authorized pass number (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, 
In 62-col. 7, In 8); 

(vi) a comparator in operative connection with the control device for comparing 
signals on the pathway with the allowed stored signal sequences, the control device 
being adapted to open the switch when a signal on the pathway does not match one of 
the stored signal sequences (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, 
In 62-col. 7, In 8); 

(vii) a programmer adapted to receive pass numbers and programming signals 
from a remote telecommunications-device via a telecommunications line connected to 
the second connector, the programmer including an authorized pass number 
recognition device for comparing a received pass number with the authorized pass 
numbers stored in the memory, and being adapted to program the memory only when 
an authorized pass number is received (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; 
and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 8) and 

(viii) a battery (42) for powering the security device, wherein the control device is 
adapted to open the switch when no operative telecom=3nications device is connected 
to the first connector, thereby to save battery power (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44- 
col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 8). 

Regarding claim 2, referring to Figures 1-3, Newell teaches the 
telecommunications security device according to claim 1, wherein the lock (48) of the 
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housing (46) is key operated (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, 
In 62-col. 7, In 8). 

Regarding claim 3, referring to Figures 1-3, Newell teaches the 
telecommunications security device according to claim 1 . wherein the control device 
(24, 25) is adapted to open the switch (20, 21) when the lockable housing (46) 
is unlocked (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 
8). 

Regarding claim 4, referring to Figures 1-3, Newell teaches the 
telecommunications security device according to claim 1 , wherein the 
telecommunications device (15) is the modem of a computer, wherein the control device 
(25) is adapted to open the switch (2*) when the modem is connected to an Internet 
service provider and signal sequences on the pathway (23) do not match one of the 
stored signal sequences (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 
62-col. 7, In 8). 

Regarding claim 5, referring to Figures 1-3, Newell teaches the 
telecommunications security device according to any preceding claim, further 
comprising a third connector (49) for connecting the security device to a telephone 
handset (50), the third connector (49) being connected within the security device to the 
programmer (32), whereby the memory (26) can be further programmed by use of the 
handset (50) (see Abstract; figs 1-3; col. 2, In 44-col. 3, In 25; and col. 4, In 62-col. 7, In 
8). 
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As to claims 6-9, they are rejected for the same reasons set forth to rejecting 
claims 1-5 above. 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art in general: 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bing Bui, Tel. No. (571) 272-7482. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 to 5:00. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300 and for formal communications intended for entry (please 
label the response □ EXPEDITED PROCEDURED) or for informal or draft 
communications not intended for entry (please label the response "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT"). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 



Conclusion 



U.S. Pat. No. 5,448,630 
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